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published serially in the Congregationalist and Advance, a weekly 
periodical edited by Dr. Bridgman. The chapter on Minnesota, 
with slight variations, appeared in the issue of May 20, 1920. 

Bertha L. Heilbron 

The Centennial History of Illinois. Edited by Clarence Wal- 
worth Alvord. In five volumes. Volume 1 : The Illi- 
nois Country, 1673-1818. By Clarence Walworth 
Alvord. (524 p.) Volume 2: The Frontier State, 18 18- 
1848. By Theodore Calvin Pease. (475 p.) Volume 3: 
The Era of the Civil War, 1848-1870. By Arthur Charles 
Cole. (499 p.) Volume 4: The Industrial State, 1870- 
i8ps- By Ernest Ludlow Bogart and Charles Manfred 
Thompson. (533 p.) Volumes: The Modern Common- 
wealth, i8p3~ipi8. By Ernest Ludlow Bogart and John 
Mabry Mathews. (544 p.) (Springfield, The Illinois 
Centennial Commission, 1918-20. Illustrations.) 

By celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of her admis- 
sion to the Union with the production of a five-volume collab- 
orative history, Illinois has created a unique monument to her- 
self and has put in her debt all students of history and all true 
admirers of genuine search for the truth — a search which in 
this case involved years of painstaking toil in collecting mate- 
rials, sifting their contents, and reducing the result to a narra- 
tive account so far unparalleled in state historical work. To the 
legislators who, by the appropriation of necessary funds, made 
possible such an undertaking, to the men and women who did 
the actual work of compiling information and rendering its syn- 
thesis available to the world of students and all interested in the 
story of the growth of a great commonwealth, to the Illinois 
Centennial Commission in direct charge of the whole enterprise, 
and to the numerous institutions and individuals who have con- 
tributed in one way and another is due the gratitude of all. The 
resources of the New World and the services of hundreds of 
persons have entered into the final product. Without adequate 
financial support to command so great an array of talent such a 
history would have been impossible; lacking scientific guidance 
and trained workers the money could have brought forth no 
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worthy results ; only with such a combination was possible the 
Centennial History of Illinois. 

Each individual volume has been the product of one or more 
specialists working in his own particular field. Professor Alvord, 
the editor-in-chief, found himself at home in the formative period 
which laid the foundation of a commonwealth. French voy- 
ageurs and coureurs de bois jostle redskins and English traders 
in his pages ; the passing of France, revolutionary echoes, and 
the rise of a territory and state are set forth in a story which 
runs smoothly and in which the glamour of the romantic past 
has been caught. Dr. Pease and Professor Cole take up the tale 
and carry it through a half century during which the new-born 
state with its scattering population was struggling from the 
crudeness of frontier conditions to a position of leadership in 
the Mississippi Valley and in the Union. As in few instances 
heretofore in the writing of state histories, there has been no 
attempt to eulogize, to gloss over the unlovely ; rough and ready 
politics, hair-brained financiering, the clash of the practical and 
the idealistic are portrayed with the intention not of creating 
a picture of an idyllic past but of telling the story of things as 
they were. Douglas, Lincoln, Trumbull, Logan, and other per- 
sonages of national import weave in and out of the tale of Illi- 
nois development. Occasionally one feels that the main thread 
is likely to be lost in the mass of detail ; yet, after scanning the 
appalling list of citations, one can only marvel at the restraint 
which has suppressed and condensed, which has subordinated 
or entirely eliminated hundreds of facts which, although inter- 
esting in themselves, would have dissipated attention and cov- 
ered the real story with layers of antiquarian lore. 

Halfway through the fourth volume the reader strikes a new 
tone. Up to this point the historical narrative has been main- 
tained ; indeed the first eight chapters of The Industrial State 
carry the story forward with a smoothness which characterized 
Professor Alvord's own volume. But thereafter follow chap- 
ter after chapter which, while packed with invaluable informa- 
tion, can scarcely be called history. These chapters are essays 
on various economic subjects — " Financial Problems, " " Rail- 
road Transportation, " " Trade and Commerce, " and the like. 
The economist has replaced the historian. What is true of the 
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latter portion of The Industrial State characterizes The Modern 
Commonwealth throughout. The political scientist and the econ- 
omist discourse upon governmental and economic questions, but 
nowhere is found a straightforward story of the development 
of Illinois. Much of this material is interesting, all of it is 
replete with valuable information carefully gathered and set 
forth, but it is not history. True it is, as pointed out by Pro- 
fessor Alvord in the preface to the first volume, that the events 
of the past twenty or thirty years have not had time to settle, 
that it is much more difficult to tell the story of these years than 
that of an earlier period where time has sifted the relevant from 
the irrelevant ; nevertheless it is possible to trace in main outlines 
even so recent a tale. Consequently it is with regret that one 
notes that no attempt was made to carry to the end an historical 
narrative so lucidly and interestingly traced from the days of 
discovery to 1893. 

Despite, however, the disappointment the reader feels in the 
last volume and a half, the impression of the work as a whole 
is that Illinois has set the pace. The sister commonwealths have 
before them an example of what, with like use of resources, a 
similar will, and years of work such as brought forth the Cen- 
tennial History of Illinois, eventually may and should be done 
in forty-seven other states. 

Lester Burrell Shippee 

Guide to the County Archives of California. By Owen C. Coy, 
Ph. D., director and archivist. (Sacramento, California 
Historical Survey Commission, 1919. ix, 622 p. Maps.) 

If imitation is the highest praise, then Illinois has cause to feel 
flattered that another state has followed so soon her example 
in making and publishing a guide to its archives. In 191 5 appear- 
ed Theodore C. Pease's County Archives of the State of Illinois, 
a pioneer of its kind. (See review, ante, 1:220.) This pub- 
lication of the California Historical Survey Commission, issued 
four years later, clearly reveals the influence of the Illinois vol- 
ume both in scope and in method. 

In the main, the two works are similar. Both divide the mate- 
rial into three parts : ( 1 ) county archives and records in general, 



